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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Please consider the reference listed on the enclosed PTO-1449 form. 

Cited herein is a Japanese office action in a corresponding Japanese application. 
According to the search report, claims 1 to 9 are anticipated by JPl 1-503941 (2002-505059) 
(Abstract attached). The relevant pages ("seite) and lines ("zeile") are referred to in the JP office 
action. A PCT, English-language, counterpart (WO98/59503) to this application is already of 
record in this case. 

JPl 1-503941 (2002-505059) is not listed on the Form PTO-1449 because WO98/59503 
has already been cited and we are making the certification below. 

This statement is being filed after receipt of a Notice of Allowance, but with payment of 
the issue fee. Under 37 C.F.R. 1.97(e), the undersigned certifies that each item of information in 
this statement (/) was first cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application, the communication being dated December 12, 2008, which is not more than 
three months prior to the filing of this statement, and (ii) was not first cited in any 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart application which was more than 
three months prior to the filing date of this statement. The requisite late submission fee of 
§1.17(p) in the amount of $180 is being paid electronically with this submission. Apply any 
other charges or credits to Deposit Account No. 06-1050. 
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